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Those victims, having arrived in the country, were
received with shouts, with jeers, with taunts, with
beatings, and with the customary fires. There had
been set up two great scaffolds,— one for the men,
and the other for the women, who were all exposed,
naked, to the derision of small and great. As soon
as they were upon these stages, they all requested,
both men and women, to speak to Father Isaac
Jogues,— that he might baptize the Catechumens,
and hear the Christians in confession. Some Algon-
quin women, who had long been captive in that
country, quietly approached their fellow-countrymen
[18] and told them that the poor Father had been
wretchedly murdered. After the greetings and
paradings in the three Villages of the Agneronons,
where their nails are torn out, if any are still left;
where their fingers are cut; where they are struck
upon their wounds,— in a word, where rage and fury
are unchained, — life was spared to the women and
the girls, and to two little boys. As for the men
and the youths able to hurl a javelin or a lance, they
were distributed through various Villages, in order
there to be burned, boiled, and roasted. The Chris-
tian who said the public prayers was broiled and
tormented in a horrible fashion; never, according to
the report of a person who saw him in his sufferings,
did he utter any cry, or give any sign of a dejected
heart. He raised his eyes to Heaven in the midst
of his flames, looking fixedly at the place whither
his soul was aspiring. They began to torment him
before Sunset, and all night they burned him, from
the soles of his feet up to the waist. The next day,
they burned him from, the waist to the head; and
toward evening, his strength failing him, they threw


